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(BEGIN TRANSCRIPT) 

THE PRESIDENT: WILL YOU BE SEATED, PLEASE? 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, BEFORE GOING TO YOUR QUESTIONS, I 
HAVE A STATEMENT WITH REGARD TO THE MIDEAST WHICH I THINK 
WILL ANTICIPATE SOME OF THE QUESTIONS, BECAUSE THIS WILL 
UPDATE THE INFORMATION WHICH IS BREAKING RATHER FAST IN THAT 
AREA, AS YOU KNOW, FOR THE PAST TWO DAYS. 

THE CEASE-FIRE IS HOLDING. THERE HAVE BEEN SOME VIOLATIONS, 

BUT GENERALLY SPEAKING IT CAN BE SAID THAT IT IS HOLDING AT 
THIS TIME. AS YOU KNOW, AS A RESULT OF THE U.N. RESOLUTION 
WHICH WAS AGREED TO YESTERDAY BY A VOTE OF 14 TO 0, A PEACE- 
KEEPING FORCE WILL GO TO THE MIDEAST, AND THIS FORCE, HOW- 
EVER, WILL NOT INCLUDE ANY FORCES FROM THE MAJOR POWERS, 
INCLUDING, OF COURSE, THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION. 

THE QUESTION, HOWEVER, HAS ARISEN AS TO WHETHER OBSERVERS 
FROM MAJOR POWERS COULD GO TO THE MIDEAST. MY UP-TO-THE-MINUTE 
REPORT ON THAT, AND I JUST TALKED TO DR. KISSINGER FIVE 
MINUTES BEFORE COMING DOWN, IS THIS: WE WILL SEND OBSERVERS 
TO THE MIDEAST IF REQUESTED BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS, AND WE HAVE REASON TO EXPECT THAT WE WILL 
RECEIVE SUCH A REQUEST. 

WITH REGARD TO THE PEACEKEEPING FORCE, I THINK IT IS 
IMPORTANT FOR ALL OF YOU LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, AND PARTI- 
CULARLY FOR THOSE LISTENING ON RADIO AND TELEVISION, TO KNOW 
WHY THE UNITED STATES HAS INSISTED THAT MAJOR POWERS NOT BE 
PART OF THE PEACEKEEPING FORCE, AND THAT MAJOR POWERS NOT 
INTRODUCE MILITARY FORCES INTO THE MIDEAST. A VERY SIGNIFICANT 
AND POTENTIALLY EXPLOSIVE CRISIS DEVELOPED ON WEDNESDAY OF 
THIS WEEK. WE OBTAINED INFORMATION WHICH LED US TO RELIEVE 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS PLANNING TO SEND A VERY SUBSTANTIAL 
FORCE INTO THE MIDEAST, A MILITARY FORCE. 

WHEN I RECEIVED THAT INFORMATION, I ORDERED, SHORTLY 
AFTER MIDNIGHT ON THURSDAY MORNING, AN ALERT FOR ALL AMERICAN 
FORCES AROUND THE WORLD. THIS WAS A PRECAUTIONARY ALERT. THE 
PURPOSE OF THAT WAS TO INDICATE TO THE SOVIET UNION THAT WE 
COULD NOT ACCEPT ANY UNILATERAL MOVE ON THEIR PART TO MOVE 
MILITARY FORCES INTO THE MIDEAST. AT THE SAME TIME, IN THE 
EARLY MORNING HOURS, I ALSO PROCEEDED ON THE DIPLOMATIC FRONT. 
IN A MESSAGE TO MR. BREZHNEV, AN URGENT MESSAGE, IN INDICATED 
TO HIM OUR REASONING AND I URGED THAT WE NOT PROCEED ALONG 
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THAT COURSE, AND THAT, INSTEAD, THAT WE JOIN IN THE UNITED 
NATIONS IN SUPPORTING A RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD EXCLUDE ANY 
MAJOR POWERS FROM PARTICIPATING IN A PEACEKEEPING FORCE. 

AS A RESULT OF THAT COMMUNICATION, AND THE RETURN THAT I 
RECEIVED FROM MR. BREZHNEV- WE HAD SEVERAL EXCHANGES, I 
SHOULD SAY - WE REACHED THE CONCLUSION THAT WE WOULD JOINTLY 
SUPPORT THE RESOLUTION WHICH WAS ADOPTED IN THE UNITED NATIONS. 

WE NOW COME, OF COURSE, TO THE CRITICAL TIME IN TERMS OF 
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THE FUTURE OF THE MIDEAST. AND HERE, THE OUTLOOK IS FAR MORE 
HOPEFUL THAN WHAT WE HAVE BEEN THROUGH THIS PAST WEEK. I 
THINK I COULD SAFELY SAY THAT THE CHANCES FOR NOT JUST A 
CEASE-FIRE, WHICH WE PRESENTLY HAVE AND WHICH, OF COURSE, WE 
HAVE HAD IN THE MIDEAST FOR SOME TIME, BUT THE OUTLOOK FOR A 
PERMANENT PEACE IS THE BEST THAT IT HAS BEEN IN 20 YEARS. 

THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT THE TWO MAJOR POWERS, THE 
SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES, HAVE AGREED - THIS WAS 
ONE OF THE RESULTS OF DR. KISSINGER'S TRIP TO MOSCOW - HAVE 
AGREED THAT WE WOULD PARTICIPATE IN TRYING TO EXPEDITE THE TALKS 
BETWEEN THE PARTIES INVOLVED. THAT DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE TWO 
MAJOR POWERS WILL IMPOSE A SETTLEMENT. IT DOES MEAN, HOWEVER, 
THAT WE WILL USE OUR INFLUENCE WITH THE NATIONS IN THE AREA 
TO EXPEDITE A SETTLEMENT. 

THE REASON WE FEEL THIS IS IMPORTANT IS THAT FIRST, FROM 
THE STANDPOINT OF THE NATIONS IN THE MIDEAST, NONE OF THEM, 

ISRAEL, EGYPT, SYRIA, NONE OF THEM CAN OR SHOULD GO THROUGH 
THE AGONY OF ANOTHER WAR. 

THE LOSSES IN THIS WAR ON BOTH SIDES HAVE BEEN VERY, VERY 
HIGH. AND THE TRAGEDY MUST NOT OCCUR AGAIN. THERE HAVE BREN 
FOUR OF THESE WARS, AS YOU LADIES AND GENTLEMEN KNOW, OVER 
THE PAST 20 YEARS. BUT BEYOND THAT, IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT 
TO THE PEACE OF THE WORLD THAT THIS POTENTIAL TROUBLESPOT, 

WHICH IS REALLY ONE OF THE MOST POTENTIALLY EXPLOSIVE AREAS 
IN THE WORLD, THAT IT NOT BECOME AN AREA IN WHICH THE MAJOR 
POWERS COME TOGETHER IN CONFRONTATION. 

WHAT THE DEVELOPMENTS OF THIS WEEK SHOULD INDICATE TO ALL 
OF US IS THAT THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION, WHO 
ADMITTEDLY HAVE VERY DIFFERENT OBJECTIVES IN THE MIDEAST, 

HAVE NOW AGREED THAT IT IS NOT IN THEIR INTEREST TO HAVE A 
CONFRONTATION THERE, A CONFRONTATION WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO A 
NUCLEAR CONFRONTATION AND NEITHER OF THE TWO MAJOR POWERS 
WANTS THAT. 
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WE HAVE AGREED, ALSO, THAT IF WE ARE TO AVOID THAT, IT IS 
NECESSARY FOR US TO USE OUR INFLUENCE MORE THAN WE HAVE IN 
THE PAST, TO GET THE NEGOTIATING TRACK MOVING AGAIN, BUT 
THIS TIME, MOVING TO A CONCLUSION. NOT SIMPLY A TEMPORARY 
TRUCE, BUT A PERMANENT PEACE. 

I DO NOT MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT IT IS GOING TO COME QUICKLY 
BECAUSE THE PARTIES INVOLVED ARE STILL RATHER FAR APART. 

BUT I DO SAY THAT NOW THERE ARE GREATER INCENTIVES WITHIN THE 
AREA TO FIND A PEACEFUL SOLUTION AND THERE ARE ENORMOUS 
INCENTIVES AS FAR AS THE UNITED STATES IS CONCERNED, AND THE 
SOVIET UNION AND OTHER MAJOR POWERS, TO FIND SUCH A SOLUTION. 

TURNING NOW TO THE SUBJECT OF OUR ATTEMPTS TO GET A CEASE-FIRE 
ON THE HOME FRONT, THAT IS A BIT MORE DIFFICULT. 

TODAY WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL CONTACTED JUDGE SIRICA. WE TRIED 
YESTERDAY BUT HE WAS IN BOSTON, AS YOU KNOW, AND ARRANGEMENTS 
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WERE MADE TO MEET WITH JUDGE SIRICA ON TUESDAY TO WORK OUT THE 
DELIVERY OF THE TAPES TO JUDGE SIRICA. 

ALSO, IN CONSULTATIONS THAT WE HAVE HAD IN THE WHITE HOUSE 
TODAY, WE HAVE DECIDED THAT NEXT WEEK THE ACTING ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, MR. BORK, WILL APPOINT A NEW SPECIAL PROSECUTOR FOR 
WHAT IS CALLED THE WATERGATE MATTER. THE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR 
WILL HAVE INDEPENDENCE. HE WILL HAVE TOTAL COOPERATION FROM 
THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, AND HE WILL HAVE AS A PRIMARY RESPONSE 
BILITY TO BRING THIS MATTER WHICH HAS SO LONG CONCERNED THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE, BRING IT TO AN EXPEDITIOUS CONCLUSION, BECAUSE 
WE HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT UNDER OUR CONSTITUTION IT HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN HELD THAT JUSTICE DELAYED IS JUSTICE DENIED. IT IS TIME 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE GUILTY TO BE PROSECUTED, AND FOR THOSE WHO 
ARE INNOCENT TO BE CLEARED. I CAN ASSURE YOU LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN, ALL OF OUR LISTENERS TONIGHT, THAT I HAVE NO GREATER 
INTEREST THAN TO SEE THAT THE NEW SPECIAL PROSECUTOR HAS THE 
COOPERATION FROM THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND THE INDEPENDENCE 
THAT HE NEEDS TO BRING ABOUT THAT CONCLUSION. 

AND NOW I WILL GO TO MR. CORMIER. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, WOULD THE NEW SPECIAL PROSECUTOR 
HAVE YOUR GO-AHEAD TO GO TO COURT IF NECESSARY TO OBTAIN EVIDENCE 
FROM YOUR FILES THAT HE FELT WERE VITAL? 

THE PRESIDENT: MR. CORMIER, I WOULD ANTICIPATE THAT THAT 
WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY. I BELIEVE THAT AS WE LOOK AT THE EVENTS 
WHICH LED TO THE DISMISSAL OF MR. COX, WE FIND THAT THESE 
ARE MATTERS THAT CAN BE WORKED OUT AND SHOULD BE WORKED OUT IN 
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COOPERATION AND BY HAVING A SUIT FAILED BY A SPECIAL 
PROSECUTOR WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AGAINST THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THIS, INCIDENTALLY, IS NOT A NEW ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF A 
PRESIDENT. EVERY PRESIDENT SINCE GEORGE WASHINGTON HAS TRIED TO 
PROTECT THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS 
AND YOU REMEMBER THE FAMOUS CASE INVOLVING THOMAS JEFFERSON WHERE 
CHIEF JUSTICE MARSHALL, THEN SITTING AS A TRIAL JUDGE, SUB- 
POENAED THE LETTER WHICH JEFFERSON HAD WRITTEN WHICH MARSHALL 
THOUGHT OR FELT WAS NECESSARY EVIDENCE IN THE TRIAL OF AARON 
BURR. JEFFERSON REFUSED TO DO SO BUT IT DID NOT RESULT IN A 
SUIT. WHAT HAPPENED WAS, OF COURSE, A COMPROMISE IN WHICH A 
SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER WHICH WAS RELEVANT TO 
THE TRIAL WAS PRODUCED BY JEFFERSON AND THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES, ACTING IN HIS CAPACITY AS CHIEF JUSTICE, 

ACCEPTED THAT. 

THAT IS EXACTLY, OF COURSE, WHAT WE TRIED TO DO IN THIS 
INSTANT CASE. 

I THINK IT WOULD BE WELL IF I COULD TAKE JUST A MOMENT, 

MR. CORMIER, IN ANSWERING YOUR QUESTION TO POINT OUT WHAT WE 
TRIED TO DO AND WHY WE FEEL IT WAS THE PROPER SOLUTION TO A 
VERY AGGRAVATING AND DIFFICULT PROBLEM. 
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THE MATTER OF THE TAPES HAS BEEN ONE THAT HAS CONCERNED ME 
BECAUSE OF MY FEELING THAT I HAVE A CONSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
TO DEFEND THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENCY FROM ANY ENCROACHMENTS 
ON CONFIDENTIALITY WHICH MIGHT AFFECT FUTURE PRESIDENTS IN 
THEIR ABILITIES TO CONDUCT THE KIND OF CONVERSATIONS AND DIS 
CUSSIONS THEY NEED TO CONDUCT TO CARRY ON THE RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF THIS OFFICE. AND. OF COURSE, THE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR FELT 
THAT HE NEEDED THE TAPES FOR THE PURPOSE OF HIS PROSECUTION. 

THAT WAS WHY. WORKING WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, WE WORKED 
OUT WHAT WE THOUGHT WAS AN ACCEPTABLE COMPROMISE, ONE IN WHICH 
JUDGE STENNIS, NOW SENATOR STENNIS, WOULD HEAR THE TAPES AND 
WOULD PROVIDE A COMPLETE AND FULL DISCLOSURE, NOT ONLY TO JUDGE 
SIRICA, BUT ALSO TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RICHARDSON APPROVED OF THIS PROPOSITION. 

SENATOR BAKER, SENATOR ERVIN APPROVED OF THE PROPOSITION. 

MR. COX WAS THE ONLY ONE THAT REJECTED IT. 

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WHEN HE REJECTED IT AND INDICATED 
THAT DESPITE THE APPROVAL OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, AND, OF 
COURSE, OF THE PRESIDENT AND OF THE TWO MAJOR SENATORS ON 
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THE ERVIN COMMITTEE, WHEN HE REJECTED THE PROPOSAL, I HAD NO 
CHOICE BUT TO DISMISS HIM. 

UNDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES, MR. RICHARDSON, MR. RUC KE LSHAUS 
FELT THAT BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THEIR CONFIRMATION THAT THEIR 
COMMITMENT TO MR. COX HAD TO TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER ANY COMMITMENT 
THEY MIGHT HAVE TO CARRY OUT AN ORDER FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

UNDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES, I ACCEPTED WITH REGRET THE RESIGNATIONS 
OF TWO FINE PUBLIC SERVANTS. 

NOW WE COME TO A NEW SPECIAL PROSECUTOR. WE WILL COOPERATE 
WITH HIM, AND I DO NOT ANTICIPATE THAT WE WILL COME TO THE 
TIME WHEN HE WOULD CONSIDER IT NECESSARY TO TAKE THE PRESIDENT 
TO COURT. I THINK OUR COOPERATION WILL BE ADEQUATE. 

QUESTION: THIS IS ANOTHER WAY OF ASKING FRANK'S QUESTION, 

BUT IF THE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR CONSIDERS THAT INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IN PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS IS NEEDED TO PROSECUTE THE WATERGATE 
CASE, WILL YOU GIVE HIM THE DOCUMENTS, BEYOND THE NINE TAPES 
WHICH YOU HAVE ALREADY TURNED OVER? 

THE PRESIDENT: I HAVE ANSWERED THAT QUESTION BEFORE. WE 
WILL NOT PROVIDE PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS TO A SPECIAL PROSECUTOR. 

WE WILL PROVIDE, AS WE HAVE IN GREAT NUMBERS, ALL KINDS OF 
DOCUMENTS FROM THE WHITE HOUSE, BUT IF IT IS A DOCUMENT INVOLVING 
A CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT, I WOULD HAVE TO STAND ON THE 
PRINCIPLE OF CONFIDENTIALITY. HOWEVER, INFORMATION THAT IS NEEDED 
FROM SUCH DOCUMENTS WOULD BE PROVIDED. THAT IS WHAT WE HAVE 
BEEN TRYING TO DO. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, YOU KNOW IN THE CONGRESS THERE IS 
A GREAT DEAL OF SUSPICION OVER ANY ARRANGEMENT WHICH WILL PERMIT 
THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO INVESTIGATE ITSELF OR WHICH WILL ESTABLISH 
A SPECIAL PROSECUTOR WHICH YOU MAY FIRE AGAIN. AS 53 SENATORS, 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



A MAJORITY, HAVE NOW CO-SPONSORED A RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD PERMIT 
JUDGE SIRICA TO ESTABLISH AND NAME AN INDEPENDENT PROSECUTOR, 
SEPARATE AND APART FROM THE WHITE HOUSE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, DO YOU 
BELIEVE THIS ARRANGEMENT WOULD BE CONSTITUTIONAL AND WOULD YOU 
GO ALONG WITH IT? 

THE PRESIDENT: I WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE ACTION THAT WE ARE 
GOING TO TAKE OF APPOINTING A SPECIAL PROSECUTOR WOULD BE 
SATISFACTORY TO THE CONGRESS, AND THAT THEY WOULD NOT PROCEED 
WITH THAT PARTICULAR MATTER. 

Q MR. PRESIDENT, I WONDER IF YOU COULD SHARE WITH US YOUR 
THOUGHTS AND TELL US WHAT GOES THROUGH YOUR MIND WHEN YOU HEAR 
PEOPLE WHO LOVE THIS COUNTRY, AND PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN YOU, SAY 
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RELUCTANTLY THAT PERHAPS YOU SHOULD RESIGN OR BE IMPEACHED. 

THE PRESIDENT: WELL, I AM GLAD WE DON'T TAKE THE VOTE OF THIS 
ROOM, LET ME SAY. AND I UNDERSTAND THE FEELINGS OF PEOPLE WITH 
REGARD TO IMPEACHMENT AND RESIGNATION. AS A MATTER OF FACT, 

MR. RATHER, YOU MAY REMEMBER WHEN I MADE THE RATHER DIFFICULT 
DECISION, I THOUGHT THE MOST DIFFICULT DECISION OF MY FIRST 
TERM ON DECEMBER 18TH, THE BOMBING BY B-52S OF NORTH VIETNAM, 

THAT EXACTLY THE SAME WORDS WERE USED ON THE NETWORKS - I DON'T 
MEAN BY YOU, BUT THEY WERE QUOTED ON THE NETWORKS - THAT ARE 
USED NOW: TYRANT, DICTATOR, HE HAS LOST HIS SENSES, HE SHOULD 
RESIGN, HE SHOULD BE IMPEACHED. 

BUT I STUCK IT OUT, AND AS A RESULT OF THAT, WE NOT ONLY 
GOT OUR PRISONERS OF WAR HOME, AS I HAVE OFTEN SAID, ON THEIR 
FEET RATHER THAN ON THEIR KNEES, BUT WE BROUGHT PEACE TO VIETNAM, 
SOMETHING WE HAVEN'T HAD AND DIDN'T FOR OVER 12 YEARS. 

IT WAS A HARD DECISION, AND IT WAS ONE THAT MANY OF MY FRIENDS 
IN THE PRESS WHO HAD CONSISTENTLY SUPPORTED ME ON THE WAR UP 
TO THAT TIME DISAGREED WITH. NOW, IN THIS INSTANCE I REALIZE 
THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO FEEL THAT THE ACTIONS THAT I HAVE TAKEN WITH 
REGARD TO THE DISMISSAL OF MR. COX ARE GROUNDS FOR IMPEACHMENT. 

I WOULD RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST THAT EVEN MR. COX AND MR. 

RICHARDSON HAVE AGREED THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD THE RIGHT. CONSTITUTION 
AL 

RIGHT, TO DISMISS ANYBODY IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT; AND SECOND, 

I SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT THAT AS FAR AS THE TAPES ARE CONCERNED, 

RATHER THAN BEING IN DEFIANCE OF THE LAW, I AM IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE LAW. 

AS FAR AS WHAT GOES THROUGH MY MIND, I WOULD SIMPLY SAY 
THAT I INTEND TO CONTINUE TO CARRY OUT, TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY, 

THE RESPONSIBILITIES I WAS ELECTED TO CARRY OUT LAST NOVEMBER. 

THE EVENTS OF THIS PAST WEEK - I KNOW, FOR EXAMPLE, IN YOUR 
HEAD OFFICE IN NEW YORK, SOME THOUGHT THAT IT WAS SIMPLY A 
BLOWN-UP EXERCISE; THERE WASN'T A REAL CRISIS. I WISH IT HAD 
BEEN THAT. IT WAS A REAL CRISIS. IT WAS THE MOST DIFFICULT 
CRISIS WE HAVE HAD SINCE THE CUBAN CONFRONTATION OF 1962. 

BUT BECAUSE WE HAD HAD OUR INITIATIVE WITH THE 
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SOVIET UNION, BECAUSE I HAD A BASIS OF COMMUNICATION WITH 

MR. BREZHNEV, WE NOT ONLY AVOIDED A CONFRONTATION, BUT WE MOVED 

A GREAT STEP FORWARD TOWARD REAL PEACE IN THE MIDEAST. 

NOW, AS LONG AS I CAN CARRY OUT THAT KIND OF RESPONSIBILITY, 

I AM GOING TO CONTINUE TO DO THIS JOB. 
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QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT: MR. LISAGOR. 

QUESTION: THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS THAT YOU FELT THAT MR. COX 
WAS SOMEHOW OUT TO GET YOU. I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU IF YOU 
DID FEEL THAT, IF SO, WHAT EVIDENCE DID YOU HAVE? 

THE PRESIDENT: MR. LISAGOR, I UNDERSTAND MR. COX IS GOING 
TO TESTIFY NEXT WEEK UNDER OATH BEFORE THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, 
AND I WOULD SUGGEST THAT HE PERHAPS WOULD BE BETTER QUALIFIED 
TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION. 

AS FAR AS I AM CONCERNED, WE HAD COOPERATED WITH THE 
SPECIAL PROSECUTOR. WE TRIED TO WORK OUT IN A COOPERATIVE 
WAY THIS MATTER OF THE PRODUCTION OF THE TAPES. HE SEEMED 
TO BE MORE INTERESTED IN THE ISSUE THAN HE WAS IN A SETTLEMENT, 

AND UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, I HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO DISMISS HIM. 
BUT I AM NOT GOING TO QUESTION HIS MOTIVES AS TO WHETHER OR 
NOT HE WAS OUT TO GET ME. PERHAPS THE SENATORS WOULD LIKE TO 
ASK THAT QUESTION. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, IN 1968, BEFORE YOU WERE ELECTED, 

YOU WROTE THAT TOO MANY SHOCKS CAN DRAIN A NATION OF ITS ENERGY 
AND EVEN CAUSE A REBELLION AGAINST CREATIVE CHANGE AND PROGRESS. 
DO YOU THINK AMERICA IS AT THAT POINT NOW? 

THE PRESIDENT: I THINK THAT MANY WOULD SPECULATE. I HAVE 
NOTED A LOT ON THE NETWORKS PARTICULARLY AND SOMETIMES EVEN IN 
THE NEWSPAPERS. BUT THIS IS A VERY STRONG COUNTRY, AND THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE, I THINK, CAN RIDE THROUGH THE SHOCKS THEY HAVE. 

THE DIFFERENCE NOW FROM WHAT IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF SHOCKS, 

EVEN WHEN MR. LISAGOR AND I FIRST MET 25 YEARS AGO, IS THE 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA. I HAVE NEVER HEARD OR SEEN SUCH OUTRAGEOUS, 
VICIOUS, DISTORTED REPORTING IN 27 YEARS OF PUBLIC LIFE. 

I AM NOT BLAMING ANYBODY FOR THAT. PERHAPS WHAT HAPPENED IS 
WHAT WE DID BROUGHT IT ABOUT, AND THEREFORE, THE MEDIA DECIDED 
THAT THEY WOULD HAVE TO TAKE THAT PARTICULAR LINE. 

BUT WHEN PEOPLE ARE POUNDED NIGHT AFTER NIGHT WITH THAT 
KIND OF FRANTIC, HYSTERICAL REPORTING, IT NATURALLY SHAKES THEIR 
CONFIDENCE. AND YET, I SHOULD POINT OUT THAT EVEN IN THIS WEEK, 
WHEN MANY THOUGHT THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS SHELL-SHOCKED, 

UNABLE TO ACT, THE PRESIDENT ACTED DECISIVELY IN THE INTEREST 
OF PEACE, IN THE INTEREST OF THE COUNTRY, AND I CAN ASSURE YOU 
THAT WHATEVER SHOCKS GENTLEMEN OF THE PRESS MAY HAVE, OR 
OTHERS, POLITICAL PEOPLE, THESE SHOCKS WILL NOT AFFECT ME IN MY 
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DOING MY JOB. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, GETTING BACK TO THE MIDDLE EAST 
CRISIS FOR A MOMENT. DO YOU CONSIDER THAT THE CRISIS IS OVER 
NOW AND HOW MUCH LONGER WILL THE AMERICAN FORCES BE KEPT ON ALERT 
AROUND THE WORLD? 

THE PRESIDENT: WITH REGARD TO THE ALERT, THE ALERT HAS 
ALREADY BEEN DISCONTINUED WITH REGARD TO NORAD, THAT IS THE 
NORTH AMERICAN COMMAND. AND WITH REGARD TO SAC. AS FAR AS OTHER 
FORCES ARE CONCERNED, THEY ARE BEING MAINTAINED IN A 
STATE OF READINESS AND OBVIOUSLY, SOVIET UNION FORCES ARE BEING 
MAINTAINED IN A STATE OF READINESS. 

NOW, AS FAR AS THE CRISIS IN THE MIDEAST IS CONCERNED, 

I DON'T WANT TO LEAVE ANY IMPRESSION THAT WE AREN'T GOING TO 
CONTINUE TO HAVE PROBLEMS WITH REGARD TO THE CEASE-FIRE. 

THERE WILL BE OUTBREAKS BECAUSE OF THE PROXIMITY OF THE 
ANTAGONISTIC FORCES AND THERE WILL BE SOME VERY, VERY TOUGH 
NEGOTIATING IN ATTEMPTING TO REACH DIPLOMATIC SETTLEMENT. 

BUT I THINK NOW THAT ALL PARTIES ARE GOING TO APPROACH THIS 
PROBLEM OF TRYING TO REACH A SETTLEMENT WITH A MORE SOBER AND 
A MORE DETERMINED ATTITUDE THAN EVER BEFORE, BECAUSE THE MIDEAST 
CAN'T AFFORD, ISRAEL CAN'T AFFORD, EGYPT CAN'T AFFORD, SYRIA 
CAN T AFFORD ANOTHER WAR. THE WORLD CANNOT AFFORD A WAR IN THAT 
PART OF THE WORLD, AND BECAUSE THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED 
STATES HAVE POTENTIALLY CONFLICTING INTERESTS THERE, WE BOTH NOW 
REALIZE THAT WE CANNOT ALLOW OUR DIFFERENCES IN THE MIDEAST TO 
JEOPARDIZE EVEN GREATER INTEREST THAT WE HAVE, FOR EXAMPLE, 

IN CONTINUING A DETENTE IN EUROPE, IN CONTINUING THE NEGOTIATIONS 
WHICH CAN LEAD TO A LIMITATION OF NUCLEAR ARMS AND EVENTUALLY 
REDUCING THE BURDEN OF NUCLEAR ARMS, AND IN CONTINUING IN OTHER 
WAYS THAT CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE PEACE OF THE WORLD. 

AS A MATTER OF FACT, I WOULD SUGGEST THAT WITH ALL OF THE 
CRITICISM OF DETENTE, THAT WITHOUT DETENTE, WE MIGHT HAVE HAD 
A MAJOR CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST. WITH DETENTE, WE AVOIDED IT. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, THE QUESTION FROM THE ELECTRONIC 
MEDIUM RELATED TO THE MIDDLE EAST - 

THE PRESIDENT: RADIO. 

QUESTION: RADIO. I HAVE HEARD THERE WAS A MEETING AT 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT THIS AFTERNOON OF MAJOR OIL COMPANY 
EXECUTIVES ON THE FUEL SHORTAGE. 
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WHETHER OR NOT YOU CONFIRM THAT, HAS THIS CONFRONTATION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST CAUSED STILL MORE SEVERE OIL PROBLEMS AND IS 
THERE ANY THINKING NOW OF GASOLINE RATIONING? 
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THE PRESIDENT: WELL, WE HAVE CONTEINGENCY PLANS FOR GASOLINE 
RATIONING AND SO FORTH WHICH I HOPE NEVER HAVE TO BE PUT INTO 
PLACE. 

BUT, WITH REGARD TO THE OIL SHORTAGE, WHICH YOU REFERRED 
TO, ONE OF THE MAJOR FACTORS WHICH GAVE ENORMOUS URGENCY TO 
OUR EFFORTS TO SETTLE THIS PARTICULAR CRISIS WAS THE POTENTIAL 
OF AN OIL CUT-OFF. 

LET ME SAY THAT I HAVE NOTED ALSO THAT IN THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT OR FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT TODAY A STATEMENT RAISED 
A LITTLE DIFFICULTY IN EUROPE TO THE EFFECT THAT OUR EUROPEAN 
FRIENDS HADN'T BEEN AS COOPERATIVE AS THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN IN 
ATTEMPTING TO HELP US WORK OUT THE MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT, OR AT 
LEAST THE SETTLEMENT TO THE EXTENT THAT WE HAVE WORKED IT OUT 
AS OF THE RESOLUTION OF YESTERDAY. 

I CAN ONLY SAY ON THAT SCORE THAT EUROPE WHICH GETS 80 
PERCENT OF ITS OIL FROM THE MIDEAST WOULD HAVE FROZEN TO DEATH 
THIS WINTER UNLESS THERE HAD BEEN A SETTLEMENT AND JAPAN, OF 
COURSE, IS IN THAT SAME POSITION. 

THE UNITED STATES, OF COURSE, GETS ONLY APPROXIMATELY 
10 PERCENT OF ITS OIL FROM THE MIDEAST. 

WHAT I AM SIMPLY SUGGESTING IS THIS: THAT WITH REGARD 
TO THE FUEL SHORTAGE POTENTIALLY IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN THE 
WORLD, IT IS INDISPENSABLE AT THIS TIME THAT WE AVOID ANY FURTHER 
MIDEAST CRISES SO THAT THE FLOW OF OIL TO EUROPE, TO JAPAN AND TO 
THE UNITED STATES CAN CONTINUE. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND OF DETENTE, 

MR. BREZHNEV'S NOTE TO YOU HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS ROUGH OR PERHAPS 
EVEN A LITTLE BIT ONE-SIDED. CAN YOU CHARACTERIZE IT FOR US AND 
FOR HISTORY IN ANY WAY WHAT THE ARGUMENT WAS? 

THE PRESIDENT: YES, I COULD CHARACTERIZE IT, MR. THEIS, 

BUT IT WOULDN’T BE IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST TO DO SO. MY NOTES 
TO HIM I MIGHT CHARACTERIZE AS BEING RATHER ROUGH. HOWEVER, 

I WOULD RATHER - PERHAPS IT WOULD BE BEST TO CHARACTERIZE IT. 

RATHER THAN SAYING, MR. THEIS, THAT HIS NOTE TO ME WAS ROUGH AND 
BRUTAL, I WOULD SAY IT WAS VERY FIRM AND IT LEFT VERY LITTLE 
TO THE IMAGINATION AS TO WHAT HE INTENDED. 

AND MY RESPONSE WAS ALSO VERY FIRM AND LEFT LITTLE TO THE 
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IMAGINATION OF HOW WE WOULD REACT. AND IT IS BECAUSE HE AND 
I KNOW EACH OTHER AND IT IS BECAUSE WE HAVE HAD THIS PERSONAL 
CONTACT THAT NOTES EXCHANGED IN THAT WAY RESULT IN A 
SETTLEMENT RATHER THAN A CONFRONTATION. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, IS IT CREDIBLE, CAN THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT YOUR CLOSE FRIEND, MR. REBOZO, FOR THREE 
YEARS, DURING WHICH TIME YOU SAW HIM WEEKLY SOMETIMES, KEPT 
FROM YOU THE FACT THAT HE HAD 100,000 DOLLARS TO CASH FROM 
MR. HOWARD HUGHES? 

IS THAT CREDIBLE, IS IT CREDIBLE THAT YOUR PERSONAL ATTORNEY, 
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MR. KALMBACH, KNEW ABOUT THIS MONEY FOR AT LEAST A YEAR AND 
NEVER TOLD YOU ABOUT IT? 

AND, IF THIS WAS A CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION, AS YOUR PRESS 
SECRETARY SAID, WHO AUTHORIZED MR. REBOZO TO COLLECT CAMPAIGN 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR YOUR RE FLECTION OR FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY? 

WHAT CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE WAS HE AN OFFICIAL OF? 

THE PRESIDENT: WELL, IT IS OBVIOUSLY NOT CREDIBLE TO YOU, 

AND I SUPPOSE THAT IT WOULD SOUND INCREDIBLE TO MANY PEOPLE 
WHO DID NOT KNOW HOW I OPERATE. IN TERMS OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBU- 
TIONS, I HAVE HAD A RULE, MR. DEAKIN, WHICH MR. STANS AND 
MR. KALMBACH AND MR. REBOZO AND EVERY CONTRIBUTOR WILL AGREE 
HAS BEEN THE RULE - I HAVE REFUSED ALWAYS TO ACCEPT CONTRI- 
BUTIONS MYSELF. 

I HAVE REFUSED TO HAVE ANY DISCUSSION OF CONTRIBUTIONS. 

AS A MATTER OF FACT, MY ORDERS TO MR. STANS WERE THAT AFTER 
THE CAMPAIGN WAS OVER, I WOULD THEN SEND NOTES OF APPRECIA- 
TION TO THOSE THAT CONTRIBUTED, BUT BEFORE THE ELECTION, I 
DID NOT WANT TO HAVE ANY INFORMATION FROM ANYBODY WITH REGARD 
TO CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS. 

NOW, WITH REGARD TO MR. REBOZO, LET ME SAY THAT HE SHOWED, 

I THINK, VERY GOOD JUDGMENT IN DOING WHAT HE DID. HE RECEIVED 
A CONTRIBUTION, HE WAS PREPARED TO TURN IT OVER TO THE 
FINANCE CHAIRMAN WHEN THE FINANCE CHAIRMAN WAS APPOINTED. 

IN THAT INTERLUDE, AFTER HE RECEIVED THE CONTRIBUTION, AND 
BEFORE THE FINANCE CHAIRMAN WAS APPOINTED, THE HUGHES COMPANY, 
AS YOU ALL KNOW, HAD AN INTERNAL FIGHT OF MASSIVE PROPORTIONS, 
AND HE FELT THAT SUCH A CONTRIBUTION TO THE CAMPAIGN MIGHT 
PROVE TO BE EMBARRASSING. 

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE CAMPAIGN, HE DECIDED THAT IT 
WOULD BE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF EVERYBODY CONCERNED RATHER 
THAN TO TURN THE MONEY OVER TO THEN BE USED IN THE 74 CAMPAIGNS, 
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TO RETURN IT INTACT. I WOULD SAY THAT ANY INDIVIDUAL, AND 
PARTICULARLY A BANKER WHO WOULD HAVE A CONTRIBUTION OF 100,000 
DOLLARS AND NOT TOUCH IT BECAUSE IT WAS TURNED BACK IN 
EXACTLY THE FORM IT WAS RECEIVED, I THINK THAT IS A PRETTY 
GOOD INDICATION THAT HE IS A TOTALLY HONEST MAN, WHICH HE IS. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, AFTER THE TAPES ARE PRESENTED TO 
JUDGE SIRICA AND THEY ARE PROCESSED UNDER THE PROCEDURE OUT- 
LINED BY THE U.S. COURT OF APPEALS, WILL YOU MAKE THOSE TAPES 
PUBLIC? 

THE PRESIDENT: NO, THAT IS NOT THE PROCEDURE THAT THE 
COURT HAS ORDERED, AND IT WOULD NOT BE PROPER. JUDGE SIRICA 
UNDER THE CIRCUIT COURT'S ORDER, IS TO LISTEN TO THE TAPES, 

AND THEN IS TO PRESENT TO THE GRAND JURY THE PERTINENT EVI- 
DENCE WITH REGARD TO ITS INVESTIGATION. PUBLICATION OF THE 
TAPES HAS NOT BEEN ORDERED BY THE CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS, 

AND JUDGE SIRICA, OF COURSE, WOULD NOT DO ANYTHING THAT WOULD 
BE IN CONTRAVENTION OF WHAT THE CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS HAS 
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ORDERED. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, HARRY TRUMAN USED TO TALK ABOUT 
THE HEAT IN THE KITCHEN, AND A LOT OF PEOPLE HAVE BEEN 
WONDERING HOW YOU ARE BEARING UP EMOTIONALLY UNDER THE STRESS 
OF RECENT EVENTS. CAN YOU DISCUSS THAT? 

THE PRESIDENT: THOSE WHO SAW ME DURING THE MIDDLE EAST 
CRISIS THOUGHT I BORE UP RATHER WELL, AND MR. TER HORST, I 
HAVE A QUALITY WHICH IS ~ I GUESS I MUST HAVE INHERITED IT 
FROM MY MIDWESTERN MOTHER AND FATHER - WHICH IS THAT THE 
TOUGHER IT GETS, THE COOLER I GET. 

OF COURSE IT ISN'T PLEASANT TO GET CRITICISM. SOME OF IT 
IS JUSTIFIEDN OF COURSE. IT ISN'T PLEASANT TO FIND YOUR 
HONESTY QUESTIONED. IT ISN'T PLEASANT TO FIND, FOR EXAMPLE, 

THAT SPEAKING OF MY FRIEND, MR. REBOZO, THAT DESPITE THE FACT 
THAT THOSE WHO PRINTED IT, AND THOSE WHO SAID IT, KNEW IT WAS 
UNTRUE-SAID THAT HE HAD A MILLION DOLLAR TRUST FUND FOR ME 
THAT HE WAS HANDLING— IT WAS NEVERTHELESS PUT ON ONE OF THE 
NETWORKS, KNOWING IT WAS UNTRUE. 

IT ISN'T PLEASANT, FOR EXAMPLE, TO HEAR OR READ THAT A 
MILLION DOLLARS IN CAMPAIGN FUNDS WENT INTO MY SAN CLEMENTE 
PROPERTY, AND EVEN AFTER WE HAD A COMPLETE AUDIT, TO HAVE IT 
REPEATED. 

THOSE ARE THINGS WHICH, OF COURSE, DO TEND TO GET UNDER 
THE SKIN OF THE MAN WHO HOLDS THIS OFFICE. BUT AS FAR AS I 
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AM CONCERNED, I HAVE LEARNED TO EXPECT IT. IT HAS BEEN MY LOT 
THROUGHOUT MY POLITICAL LIFE, AND I SUPPOSE BECAUSE I HAVE 
BEEN THROUGH SO MUCH, THAT MAY BE ONE OF THE REASONS THAT WHEN 
I HAVE TO FACE AN INTERNATIONAL CRISIS, I HAVE WHAT IT TAKES. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU A QUESTION 
ABOUT THE MIDEAST. TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU THINK YOUR WATER- 
GATE TROUBLES INFLUENCED SOVIET THINKING ABOUT YOUR ABILITY 
TO RESPOND IN THE MIDEAST, AND DID YOUR WATERGATE PROBLEMS 
CONVINCE YOU THAT THE U.S. NEEDED A STRONG RESPONSE IN THE 
MIDEAST TO CONVINCE OTHER NATIONS THAT YOU HAVE NOT BEEN WEAK- 
ENED? 

THE PRESIDENT: WELL, I HAVE NOTED SPECULATION TO THE EFFECT 
THAT THE WATERGATE PROBLEMS MAY HAVE LED THE SOVIET UNION TO 
MISCALCULATE. I TEND TO DISAGREE WITH THAT, HOWEVER. 

I THINK MR. BREZHNEV PROBABLY CAN'T QUITE UNDERSTAND HOW 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO HANDLE 
THE WATERGATE PROBLEMS. HE WOULD BE ABLE TO HANDLE IT ALL RIGHT, 
IF HE HAD THEM. (LAUGHTER) BUT I THINK WHAT HAPPENS IS THAT 
WHAT MR. BREZHNEV DOES UNDERSTAND IS THE POWER OF THE UNITED 
STATES. WHAT HE DOES KNOW IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WHAT HE ALSO KNOWS IS THAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. WHEN HE WAS UNDER UNMERCIFUL ASSAULT AT THE TIME OF 
CAMBODIA, AT THE TIME OF MAY 8, WHEN I ORDERED THE BOMBING 
AND THE MINING OF NORTH VIETNAM AT THE TIME OF DECEMBER 18, 
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STILL WENT AHEAD AND DID WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS RIGHT; THE FACT 
THAT MR. BREZHNEV KNEW THAT REGARDLESS OF THE PRESSURES AT 
HOME. REGARDLESS OF WHAT PEOPLE SEE AND HEAR ON TELEVISION 
NIGHT AFTER NIGHT, HE WOULD DO WHAT WAS RIGHT. THAT IS WHAT 
MADE MR. BREZHNEV ACT AS HE DID. 

QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, YOU HAVE LAMBASTED THE TELEVISION 
NETWORKS PRETTY WELL. COULD I ASK YOU AT THE RISK OF REOPENING 
AN OBVIOUS WOUND, YOU SAY AFTER YOU HAVE PUT ON A LOT OF HEAT 
THAT YOU DON'T BLAME ANYONE. I FIND THAT A LITTLE PUZZLING. 

WHAT IS IT ABOUT THE TELEVISION COVERAGE OF YOU IN THESE PAST 
WEEKS AND MONTHS THAT HAS SO AROUSED YOUR ANGER? 

THE PRESIDENT: DON’T GET THE IMPRESSION THAT YOU AROUSE 
MY ANGER. 

QUESTION: I HAVE THAT IMPRESSION. 

THE PRESIDENT: YOU SEE, ONE CAN ONLY BE ANGRY WITH THOSE 
HE RESPECTS. 
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QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT, PEOPLE ARE INCREASINGLY SAYING 
THAT MANY EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF CORPORATIONS DO NOT GET THE 
LATITUDE YOU HAVE HAD, IF THEY HAVE THE PERSONNEL PROBLEMS THAT 
YOU HAVE HAD, TO STAY IN THE JOB AND CORRECT THEM. YOU HAVE 
SAID YOU WERE GOING TO STAY. DO YOU HAVE ANY PLAN SET OUT TO 
REGAIN CONFIDENCE OF PEOPLE ACROSS THE COUNTRY, AND THE 
BUSINESSMEN WHO ARE BEGINNING TO TALK ABOUT THIS MATTER? 

DO YOU HAVE ANY PLANS BESIDES THE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR, WHICH 
LOOKS BACKWARD? DO YOU HAVE ANY PLANS WHICH LOOK FORWARD 
FOR REGAINING THE CONFIDENCE OF PEOPLE? 

THE PRESIDENT: I CERTAINLY HAVE. IT IS FIRST TO MOVE 
FORWARD IN BUILDING A STRUCTURE OF PEACE IN THE WORLD, IN WHICH 
WE HAVE MADE ENORMOUS PROGRESS IN THE PAST AND WHICH WE ARE GOING 
TO MAKE MORE PROGRESS IN IN THE FUTURE: OUR EUROPEAN INITIATIVE, 

OUR CONTINUED INITIATIVE WITH THE SOVIET UNION, WITH THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA. THAT WILL BE THE MAJOR LEGACY OF THIS 
ADMINISTRATION. 

MOVING FORWARD AT HOME IN OUR CONTINUING BATTLE AGAINST THE 
HIGH COST OF LIVING, IN WHICH WE ARE NOW FINALLY BEGINNING TO 
MAKE SOME PROGRESS, AND MOVING FORWARD ALSO ON MATTERS THAT YOU 
REFERRED TO, IT IS TRUE THAT WHAT HAPPENED IN WATERGATE, THE 
CAMPAIGN ABUSES, WERE DEPLORABLE. THEY HAVE BEEN VERY DAMAGING 
TO THIS ADMINISTRATION; THEY HAVE BEEN DAMAGING CERTAINLY TO 
THE COUNTRY AS WELL. 

LET ME SAY, TOO, I DIDN'T WANT TO LEAVE AN IMPRESSION WITH 
MY GOOD FRIEND FROM CBS OVER HERE THAT I DON'T RESPECT THE 
REPORTERS. WHAT I WAS SIMPLY SAYING WAS THIS: THAT WHEN A 
COMMENTATOR TAKES A BIT OF NEWS AND THEN, WITH KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT 
THE FACTS ARE, DISTORTS IT VICIOUSLY, I HAVE NO RESPECT FOR THAT 
INDIVIDUAL. 
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QUESTION: MR. PRESIDENT - 

THE PRESIDENT: YOU ARE SO LOUD, I WILL HAVE TO TAKE YOU. 

QUESTION: I HAVE TO BE, BECAUSE YOU HAPPEN TO DOUBT MY 
QUESTIONS ALL OF THE TIME. 

THE PRESIDENT: YOU HAD THREE LAST TIME. 

QUESTION: LAST MAY YOU WENT BEFORE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND 
YOU SAID, "EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE WILL NOT BE INVOKED AS TO ANY 
TESTIMONY CONCERNING POSSIBLE CRIMINAL CONDUCT OR DISCUSSING OF 
POSSIBLE CRIMINAL CONDUCT, INCLUDING THE WATERGATE AFFAIR AND 
THE ALLEGED COVER-UP." 
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IF YOU HAVE REVISED OR MODIFIED THIS POSITION, AS YOU 
SEEM TO HAVE DONE, COULD YOU EXPLAIN THE RATIONALE OF A LAW-AND-ORDER 
ADMINISTRATION COVERING UP EVIDENCE, PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE, OF 
HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS? 

THE PRESIDENT: I SHOULD POINT OUT THAT PERHAPS ALL OF THE OTHER 
REPORTERS IN THE ROOM ARE AWARE OF THE FACT THAT WE HAVE 
WAIVED EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE ON ALL INDIVIDUALS IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION. IT HAS BEEN THE GREATEST WAIVER OF EXECUTIVE 
PRIVILEGE IN THE WHOLE HISTORY OF THIS NATION. 

AND AS FAR AS ANY OTHER MATTERS ARE CONCERNED, THE MATTERS 
OF THE TAPES, THE MATTERS OF PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS, THOSE 
ARE MATTERS IN WHICH THE PRESIDENT HAS A RESPONSIBILITY TO DEFEND 
THIS OFFICE, WHICH I SHALL CONTINUE TO DO. 

THE PRESS: THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. 

KEND TRANSCRIPT) 

KISSINGER 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED TO BANJUL AND SUVA. 
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